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staying in school
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The Positive Behav-
ior Intervention and 

Supports (PBIS) is a new 
behavioral system the 
school district introduced 
this year. PBIS focuses 
on the in-school climate 
and emphasizes working 
to improve the learn-
ing experience of all 
students in each school. 
The program provides 
guidelines for discipline, 
academics and even 
social and emotional 
skills. Along with PBIS, 
all three schools incorpo-
rate PRIDE.
 PBIS in the high school 
is run primarily by 14 
staff members, each in 
a different department. 
Each of these team 
members brings his or 
her own personal skill set 
to assist in interpreting 
the program. This brand 
new program is the first 
district-wide behavior 
program in the county. 
 The program took a 
different approach to Dr. 
Zwiebel’s TIDE acronym, 
which stands for Tradi-
tion, Integrity, Dedica-
tion and Excellence, 
by creating the phrase 
TIDE PRIDE. All schools 
incorporate the PRIDE 
acronym to represent the 
school rules: Prepare, 
Respect, Inspire, Demon-
strate and Excel.
 The PBIS program 
provides a more positive, 
safe and effective school 
climate. This system can 
show school counselors 
and teachers if there are 
recurring rules infrac-

tions. 
 PRIDE helps to 
reinforce social skills, 
no matter how small, 
because extra recogni-
tion, even for high school 
students, can help 
promote these skills and 
rules. Instant gratification 
is not always as effective 
as gratification over time 
and continuous smaller 
rewards instead of one 
huge reward. One of the 
first rewards the high 
school students received 
for their positive behavior 
was an outdoor pep rally 
in the football stadium. 
 “We go big or we 
go home. That’s what 
we do,” Mrs. Michelle 
McGinty, PAHS guidance 
counselor, said.
 Mrs. McGinty believes 

that the PBIS program 
will be a success. Feed-
back about the program 
is continuously growing, 
and “the school seems 
to have amazing student 
behavior and even more 
school spirit than before,” 
according to Mrs. Mc-
Ginty. 
 There are many cre-
ative aspects to the pro-
gram at the high school, 
from crimson cash (to 
be used in raffles or to 
purchase items from a 
reward cart) to a “Spirit 
Week” (which is a tie-in 
to Red Ribbon Week’s 
theme of “Respect 
Yourself”). Many of these 
incentives and rewards 
were based on student 
input, including front of 
the line lunch passes, gift 

cards, primary parking 
in front of the school 
and even lunch with Ms. 
Tiffany Reedy, PAHS 
principal. 
 These rewards are 
meant to encourage 
students to continue the 
positive behavior they 
are already demonstrat-
ing. It also challenges 
them to even go beyond 
what is expected. 
 Teachers certainly are 
not forgotten. Teachers 
can be rewarded, too. In-
service days will include 
team building exercises 
and games. 
 PBIS has been bring-
ing a positive change to 
the high school. 
 “Our students spend a 
great deal of time in

See PBIS, page 2
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Corrine Frederick
Job: Music teacher.
Building: D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School.
School and degrees: 
Attended Lebanon 
Valley College and ma-
jored in Music Educa-
tion and Music.
Past experience:  
Was a student teacher 
at Pine Grove Area 
School District.
Fun fact: Likes to 
cook/bake, take pic-
tures of nature (and 
her 3 dogs) and watch 
Netflix in her spare 
time.

Katrina Greenawalt
Job: Art teacher.
Building: D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School.
School and degrees: 
Attended Kutztown 
University and majored 
in Art Education with a 
minor in Crafts.
Past experience: First 
year of teaching.
Fun fact: In her spare 
time, she likes to be 
outdoors and go kaya-
king, running or hiking. 
She also likes to do 
ceramics and occa-
sionally paint.

Pottsville Area School 
District welcomes two
new faculty members

CELEBRATE — Students at the John S. Clarke Elementary Center hold up the word “PRIDE” in 
celebration of the Pottsville Area School District’s new PBIS behavioral system. The elementary 
school held a kickoff event September 17 for John S. Clarke students and faculty. “I liked going 
outside for the kickoff because I got to hold the PRIDE sign,” third grader Lauren Kelly said. 
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PBIS leaves successful impact on student body
Cont. from page 1
school. I want them to 
enjoy their high school 
years and feel that we 
provided them with a 
safe, protective environ-
ment. PBIS will help to 
achieve that,” said Ms. 
Reedy.

JSC incorporates PBIS

The word PRIDE is 
very significant in the 

John S. Clarke Elemen-
tary Center. One can spot 
PRIDE posters through-
out each building in the 
district. 
 The acronym stands 
for Prepare, Respect, 
Inspire, Demonstrate and 
Excel. 
 “E is my favorite let-
ter of PRIDE because 
it means excel,” fourth 
grader Sophia Lehane 
said. “I excel by studying, 
asking questions during 
class and especially by 
trying my best with all I 
do.”

 John S. Clarke teach-
ers taught PBIS and 
PRIDE lessons the first 
two weeks of school 
about how students 
should act in places 
throughout the school 
building.
 To reward children 
who demonstrate the 
characteristics of PRIDE, 
JSC’s school-wide PBIS 
committee came up 
with the idea of a ticket 
system, also known 
as PRIDE cash. There 
are two different ticket 
systems: classroom and 
schoolwide.
 “The students are 
choosing to make better 
choices in order to earn 
PRIDE cash. I think that 
they are taking more time 
to think about their choic-
es,” Mrs. Angela Snyder, 
first grade teacher, said. 
“They want to do better, 
they are doing better. I 
think the system is work-
ing.”
 The difference 

between the two types 
of tickets is that the 
classroom tickets can be 
used to buy items inside 
of the classroom. They 
are given out more often 
because teachers can 
distribute them to the stu-
dents in their classrooms 
whenever they spot good 
behavior. 
 The prizes inside the 
classrooms “sell” for 
amounts of 10, 20 or 30 
PRIDE cash. Rewards 
vary by classroom.
 “PRIDE cash is only 
given for good behavior. 
Me and my classmates 
have banks that we keep 
our cash in,”  kindergar-
tener Enjoli Schultz said. 
“The more tickets, the 
higher the shelf and the 
bigger the prize.”
 The schoolwide tickets 
are red, and fewer are 
given to teachers to dis-
tribute to students. These 
tickets are a part of the 
TIDE 300 program, which 
includes an enlarged 

“bingo card” displayed 
outside of the library. 
 When 15 spots across 
the row are filled, names 
on the cards will be 

recognized and prizes 
will be given. To receive a 
red ticket, a student must 
go above and beyond 
expectations. 

Photo by becky Staller

CHEER — As a reward for positive behavior through-
out the first three weeks of school, PAHS students 
were given the opportunity to attend an outdoor pep 
rally during the Friday the PAHS football team played 
Blue Mountain. At the pep rally, students had the 
chance to throw water balloons at faculty who are 
Blue Mountain alumni as well as participate in relay 
races. “The idea of having an outdoor pep rally was 
a great idea,” Ms. Jillian McSurdy, learning support 
teacher, said. “[It was] a nice reward [for students].

By: DeAnna Stevenson
PAHS Sophomore

school seniors Gabrielle 
Wall and Dante Yeastadt, 
as well as junior Eliza-
beth Sohan spoke to their 
younger peers to stress 
why it’s important to stay 
in school.  
 “We chose students 
that we believed made 
good academic and 
social improvement since 
their freshman year,” Mrs. 
Michelle McGinty, PAHS 
director of guidance, 
said. “We believed that it 
was more important for 
the kids to hear it from 
high school students who 
could understand their 
troubles and offer real 
insight on how to conquer 
them instead of just read-
ing off facts.”
 Over 1.3 million US 
students drop out of high 
school each year, and 
young people are finding 
that more and more jobs 
require at least a high 
school diploma.  
 Now, positions that 

used to require just a high 
school diploma are being 
filled by college gradu-
ates, making for even 
more competition. 
 Still, there are many 
good paying jobs that 
only require one to gradu-
ate from high school, 
such as commercial 
pilots, criminal investiga-
tors or postmasters, ex-
amples of careers where 
the median wage is over 
$60,000. However, these 
career paths are not open 
to anyone who does not 
finish high school.
 Furthering education 
through college isn’t 
necessary for everyone, 
but getting through high 
school is something that 
is becoming more and 
more important in today’s 
society. 
 It’s not uncommon to 
hear students discussing 
what it would be like to 
drop out, usually accom-
panied by complaints of 

one’s school or a desire 
to go out and start work-
ing right away. However, 
jobs that accept employ-
ees without a high school 
diploma are becoming 
more scarce. 
 There are organiza-
tions that are geared 
toward helping local 
communities to con-
vince students to stay in 
school, such as “Ameri-
can Graduate: Let’s 
Make It Happen,” which 
highlights the stories 
of people who became 
successful after decid-
ing to stay in school, and 
stories of others who 
weren’t so lucky with 
career options when they 
dropped out. 
 “I think the experience 
of older students coming 
down to speak to the 
eighth grade class was 
vital,” Sohan said. “It 
might give them a sense 
of importance on continu-
ing their education so 

that they can understand 
how much their futures 
are affected by staying in 
school and doing the best 
of their abilities.”
 The eighth grade 
class then asked the 
high schoolers what high 
school is like and how 
it differed from middle 
school. The eighth grad-
ers wanted to know 
what to expect when 
they move up to the high 
school next year, and 
they discussed topics like 
schedules and tests.
 “We talked about 
obstacles that many 
kids face during their 
high school years that 
had nothing to do with 
school, yet affected their 
learning, covering things 
from divorces to parents 
ill with cancer. We also 
discussed issues that 
were completely related 
to school, whether social 
or other,” Mrs. McGinty 
said. 

A small class of eighth 
grade students sat in 

their class one Thursday 
morning, listening to 
upperclassman tell them 
their stories and explain-
ing the dangers of drop-
ping out of high school. 
 The eighth graders 
listened to the advice of 
students who had been 
in their shoes, students 
who turned their view of 
school around and put 
effort into their studies. 
 This was the course 
of events that played out 
September 17 in a small 
middle school class-
room. After Mrs. Sharon 
Modesto’s students read 
a story about dropping 
out of high school, many 
were shocked by the true 
facts about dropouts that 
were often overlooked or 
never spoken of. 
 Not long after, high 

Eighth graders learn valuable lessons for the future
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

Hard to believe but the 2015-
2016 school year is upon us in the 
Pottsville Area School District. We are 
excited and look forward to another 
successful year in educating our 
community’s youth and preparing 
them for a bright future in the 21st 
century.
 

Some of the highlights in this issue of Wavelengths include articles 
on the district’s new PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports) program, the donation of memorabilia from the Fernsler 
family to our district (the district administration building is 
named after Howard S. Fernsler), our high school teachers being 
recognized on the PA Top 100 High School Teachers list and the 
new Artist of the Month display in the Academic Center.
 
Please be aware of a change regarding Parent/Teacher 
conferences for this school year. An Act 80 Day for Parent/Teacher 
conferences is scheduled for Monday, November 16 for each 
school and will run from noon until 8 p.m. Each school will be 
getting information out to you as that date approaches. We are 
hoping to be able to reach more of our parents by offering a wider 
variety of meeting times. John S. Clarke Elementary Center will 

Dear Members of the Community,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Sincerely,

also hold conferences on Wednesday, November 18 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
These conferences are critical to your children’s success in school 
and to building strong lines of communication between the home 
and school. It is an opportunity to monitor the progress of your child 
after the first marking period of the year has been completed.
 
If a potential academic/discipline problem exists, it is not necessary 
to wait until these scheduled conferences to contact a teacher.  
Faculty members are always available for private appointments and/
or phone conferences upon requests.
 
It is my mission as superintendent to work with our students, staff, 
parents and community to ensure the Pottsville Area School District 
offers the best possible education. It is an honor to be able to do so.
 
We are the TIDE: Tradition, Integrity, Dedication and Excellence.
 

By: Jackson Gunelson
PAHS Junior

that conferences would 
occasionally be held in. 
 For September, Mr. 
Mark Dreisbach, PAHS 
art teacher, selected 
sophomore Carly Hoak 
as the PASD Artist of the 
Month.
 Ms. Lindsey Boncore, 
PAHS art teacher, se-
lected October’s Artist of 
the Month, and art teach-
ers throughout the district 
will rotate throughout the 
months. 
 “I think the [Artist of the 
Month] program is great,” 
Hoak said. “It gave me 
the opportunity to show-
case my art that would 
[have] otherwise never 
been seen by anyone 
[else].”
 Due to the nature of 
school breaks, certain 
months will be bunched 
together. This will happen 
in November/December 
and other shorter months 
throughout the year. 
This is done so that all 
students showcased will 

have a mostly equal time 
to present their art.
 “[The Artist of the 
Month] program that we 
have [is to] showcase 
the arts in Pottsville,” Mr. 
Dreisbach said. “This 
artwork will show folks 
who are coming into the 
Academic Center various 
artists that we have, [and 
that] the arts are impor-
tant to us in the Pottsville 
[Area] School District. 
It will show everything 
from high school level 
to middle school level to 
elementary level. [We are 
doing this to] again, show 
the importance of the arts 
in education. This display 
will function as that, and 
inform the public of what 
we do at Pottsville High.”
 The program itself was 
created to promote the 
art departments within the 
schools and to show how 
much the school district 
appreciates student art-
ists.
 If everything goes ac-

cording to plan, the Artist 
of the Month program 
will continue for years to 
come.
 “I believe that the best 

way to say it is to quote 
Einstein,” Mr. Dreisbach 
said. “‘Art is just as 
important as the other 
sciences.’”

Photo courteSy of Mr. Mark DreiSbach 

PRESENT  – Sophomore Carly Hoak presents her 
piece entitled “The Egyptian Drawing” at the Aca-
demic Center. “I was thrilled to be [selected]. I love 
to draw, and it’s cool that other people get to see my 
drawing [now],” Hoak said. Hoak is the first of many 
students to be selected for this honor. If the Artist of 
the Month program is successful, many students will 
be showcased in the future, cementing the Pottsville 
Area School District as a supporter of the arts.

In the spring of 2015 
during a school board 

meeting, Dr. Jeffrey 
Zwiebel, district super-
intendent, presented an 
idea to promote artists in 
the Pottsville Area School 
District. 
 Through planning over 
the summer, the art de-
partment has produced a 
program that showcases 
artists from all of the 
schools in the district.
 An Artist of the Month 
will be featured in the Ac-
ademic Center. Art teach-
ers throughout the district 
will select a student that 
they feel deserves to be 
showcased for one whole 
month and put that per-
son’s art in a room known 
as the “fish bowl,” a glass 
room that visitors can see 
when walking into the 
Academic Center. 
 The fish bowl was 
formerly an empty room 

Artist of the Month program starts at Academic Center
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I’ll never get the chance 
to go to Puerto Rico 

with Señorita Reichert 
ever again in my life, so I 
wanted to end my senior 
year with that,” 2015 
PAHS graduate Rachel 
Salata said. 
 June 17, members of 
the Spanish Club made 
their way to Puerto Rico 
where they spent five 
days touring historic 
Puerto Rican locations, 
snorkeling, hiking, 
zip-lining, swimming 
and kayaking. Twenty-
one students attended 
the trip along with five 
chaperones. 
 Members of the club 
who attended the trip 
included 2015 PAHS 
graduates Jacob Spece 
and Salata; seniors 
Michael O’Pake, David 
Leymeister, Gina Com-
fort, Bailey Nagle, Sophia 
Whitaker, Alyssa Kond-
rack, Madeline Tarcon-
ish, Kasie Shaw, Lucy 
Murray, Katrina Whalen, 
Abigail Wrona and Emily 

Zelinsky; juniors Anjelica 
Casper, Jessica Angel-
ichio, Sierra Watkins 
and Carissa Kiapes and 
sophomores Nathan Fur-
ness, Amanda Pauly and 
Jamie McCabe.  
 Chaperones who at-
tended the trip included 
Mr. Dave Hannum, 
Spanish teacher; Ms. 
Lloren Reichert, Span-
ish teacher; Ms. Lindsey 
Boncore, art teacher; Mr. 
Christian Selinko, D.H.H. 
Lengel Spanish teacher; 
and Mrs. Deb Leymeister, 
parent chaperone. 
 Upon arriving in Puerto 
Rico, members of the 
group toured the streets 
of San Juan and visited 
the Cathedral of San 
Juan Bautista, a Ro-
man Catholic Cathedral 
and one of the oldest 
buildings located in San 
Juan. They then stopped 
for dinner and checked 
into their hotel for the 
evening. 
 “I wasn’t too sure about 
the flight, but it went by 
fast,” Casper said. “We 
did a lot of walking the 
first day, but it was worth 

it. I was able to really 
immerse myself in the 
culture, and it helped 
me to gain a further 
understanding and ap-
preciation of the Span-
ish language.”
 During the second 
day of the trip, the 
group toured El Castillo 
del Morro in Old San 
Juan, a fort known for 
its military history during 
the Spanish-American 
War and World War II. 
This was also the loca-
tion where the TV series 
Wizards of Waverly 
Place was filmed.
 “El Castillo del Morro 
was one of the first 
historic places we 
visited, and it really 
made you understand 
the history of Puerto 
Rico as a huge port for 
the world and how the 
fort withstood invasion,” 
Spece said. 
 On day three, the 
group toured the For-
taleza de San Cristobal, 
a fort built by Spain in 
attempts to protect San 
Juan against attacks. 
The group also had the 
opportunity to tour the 
Museo de La Americas, 
a museum promoting 
the culture of the Ameri-
cas. Afterwards, the 
group went zip-lining 
through the valleys and 
mountains of San Juan. 
 “Visiting La Fortaleza 
de San Cristobal was 
absolutely amazing,” 
Zelinsky said. “The fort 
was very ancient and 
had amazing views of 
the city and the ocean. 
Zip-lining was defi-
nitely an experience I 
will never forget. We 
definitely shared many 
laughs while zip-lining, 
considering we all got 
stuck on a line at least 
once. It was really fun 
and I would definitely 
recommend it.”

 On the fourth day 
of the trip, the group 
went snorkeling at Las 
Cabezas de San Juan, 
a small island off the 
coast of Luquillo Beach, 
a famous destination in 
Puerto Rico. 
 “We were tired and 
sun fried at the end of 
the day but very satisfied 
with the snorkeling ex-
perience,” Mr. Hannum 
said. “There is nothing 
like floating on the sur-
face of a turquoise sea 
and looking 30 feet down 
into a coral reef with 
schools of fish swimming 
by.”
 The next day the 
group traveled to El 
Yunque, the rainforest 
of Puerto Rico, where 
they hiked a half-mile 
to a waterfall where the 
group had the opportu-
nity to swim. Afterwards, 
the group returned to 
Luquillo Beach to swim 
and relax. In the eve-
ning, everyone kayaked 
through Puerto Rico’s 
bioluminescent bay. 
 “Kayaking on the 
bioluminescent bay 
was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience,” Leymeister 

said. “It was fun and relaxing 
on the moon-lit bay, even 
though getting to and from it 
was an adventure. This was 
an adventure that I am sure 
my friends and I won’t forget 
any time soon.”
 June 22 was the group’s 
last day in Puerto Rico, as 
they traveled home in the 
afternoon. Before arriving 
at the airport, everyone had 
the opportunity to shop for 
souvenirs in Old San Juan. 
 “Old San Juan was by far 
my favorite place to visit out 
of any place there because 
it reminded me of the streets 
of New Orleans,” Whalen 
said. “[Before going to the 
airport], we visited a place 
in Old San Juan called ‘The 
Poet’s Passage’ which was 
a small, little coffee shop 
with an attached gift shop 
where I spent most of my 
souvenir money. The flight 
home passed by rather 
quickly, and before we knew 
it, we were back on the bus 
to Pottsville. Overall, the trip 
was by far one of the most 
memorable parts of my sum-
mer, and it brought so many 
of us closer together. I’ve 
made both memories and 
friendships in Puerto Rico 
that I will treasure forever.”

PAHS Spanish Club travels to Puerto Rico
PAHS Senior

By: Paige Fellows

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Dave hannuM

EXPLORE — Members of the 2014-2015 PAHS Spanish Club 
pose for a photo while in Puerto Rico before climbing a half-
mile through the El Yunque rainforest. The group hiked up a 
mountain to a look-out tower where they were able to view the 
scenery of Puerto Rico. On their way to the tower, the group was 
given a tour of the mountains and swam at a nearby waterfall. 
“The waterfalls were beautiful, and we were able to go swim in 
the cold pools,” senior David Leymeister said. “The dangerous 
trek up the mountain was well worth it to [be able] to feel the 
serenity of Puerto Rico.”

Photo by LuCy Murray 
ADMIRE — Senior Bailey Nagle admires senior Madelyn Tarcon-
ish’s necklace that she purchased from a gift shop during the 
Spanish Club’s trip to Puerto Rico this past summer. The group 
was able to visit gift shops and tour Old San Juan in Puerto Rico 
before returning home June 22. “I went on the Puerto Rico trip 
because I knew it would be a great opportunity,” Nagle said. 
“My favorite part was being able to tour Old San Juan and see 
how different their culture is from ours. I would love to go back 
and get the chance to go zip-lining again.”
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Beethoven once said, 
“to play a wrong 

note is insignificant, but 
to play without passion is 
inexcusable.”
 November 8, in 
celebration of Kutztown 
University’s sesquicen-
tennial and 80th anni-
versary of the Century 
of Progress Marimba 
Orchestra, over 100 per-
cussionists from across 
the country will perform 
in a 150-piece marimba 
orchestra at Kutztown 
University.
 Mr. Stephen Horvath, 
learning support teacher 
and percussion instruc-
tor, sophomore Kaitlyn 
Pekarik and senior Cody 
Gemmell have been 
invited to participate in 
the concert where they 
will have the opportu-

nity to attend numerous 
rehearsals and clinics 
over the duration of the 
weekend, ending with the 
concert on Sunday. 
 “This opportunity 
doesn’t come along very 
often,” Mr. Horvath 
said. “I could be shar-
ing a marimba with an 
unknown high school 
student or a world-class 
musician. Percussionists 
are extremely open in this 
regard, and the sharing of 
ideas should make for a 
great weekend.”
 Because Mr. Horvath 
studied with percussion 
professors at Kutztown 
University, he was 
invited to participate in 
the concert. Pekarik and 
Gemmell were invited to 
participate as students 
under Mr. Horvath.  
 “Cody and Kaitlyn have 
the necessary skills to 
perform at this level,” Mr. 

Horvath said.
 In 1933-1934, a 
marimba designer 
and Lancaster County 
native by the name of 
Clair Omar Musser put 
together a 100-piece ma-
rimba orchestra named 
“A Century of Progress” 
that performed at the 
World’s Fair in Chicago. 
The concert being held at 
Kutztown University was 
organized in celebration 
of the 80th anniversary 
of Musser’s original ma-
rimba orchestra. 
 “It’s going to be a great 
experience to play with 
the greatest marimba 
players in the world,” 
Pekarik said.
 The percussionists will 
perform several pieces 
written by classical com-
posers that have been ar-
ranged for marimba, and 
they will also be playing a 
world premiere written by 

Gordon Stout, professor 
of percussion at Ithaca 
College. Stout is consid-
ered one of the masters 
of the marimba, having 
written several composi-
tions for the instrument 
and performed them 
worldwide. 
 “The concert on Sun-
day is already sold out,” 
Mr. Horvath said. “They 
are recording it, so we 
may pop up on YouTube 
or on an album.”
 In preparation for the 
concert, Mr. Horvath, 
Pekarik and Gemmell 
received their music in 
August to begin learn-
ing the pieces of music. 
The first time they will 
rehearse as a group with 
the other marimbists will 
be November 7, the day 
before the concert. In 
order to prepare effi-
ciently, participants in the 
orchestra had to rigorous-

ly practice over the past 
two and a half months. 
 “I’ve never performed 
with a marimba orches-
tra, so this is a new chal-
lenge,” Mr. Horvath said. 
“Some of the music is 
easy, but performing with 
so many people raises 
the level of precision. I’ve 
been practicing every 
day so I can play my part 
in the event.”
 The concert November 
8 will be held at 4:30 
p.m. in the Schaeffer 
Auditorium at Kutztown 
University, and the con-
cert is expected to last 
approximately one and a 
half hours. 
 “I’m most looking for-
ward to playing alongside 
so many famous marim-
ba players from around 
the country,” Gemmell 
said. “Just being able to 
play under them is an 
honor.”

JSC students participate in reading challenge

were preserved until 
today.
 “I read over the sum-
mer because I thought 
it would be awesome to 

see the fossil show. My 
favorite part was learning 
about Elvis the dinosaur,” 
third grader Jillian Hor-
vath said.

presentation September 
15 in the John S. 
Clarke cafeteria, which 
was presented by 
paleontologists Mike and 
Mrs. Roberta Straka. 
 The “Dino Dig” 
presentation focused 
on dinosaur bones 
and fossils and taught 
the children about 
paleontology and 
prehistoric artifacts. 
During the presentation, 
attendees saw a variety 
of artifacts ranging from 
dinosaur bones and 
skulls to teeth and fossils.
 The presentation 
consisted of a few short 
lessons, fun facts and 
multiple games. Mr. 
Straka played several 
games with students in-
cluding a guessing game 
using ancient relics. The 
presentation ended with 
a review of the afternoon, 

with questions about 
all of the main points 
covered.
 After the dinosaur 
presentation concluded, 
teachers gave out books 
to randomly selected 
students. 
 “I was surprised and 
happy to win a book,” 
fourth grader Kelly Good-
man said. 
 Mr. and Mrs. Straka 
give these presenta-
tions to inspire children 
and encourage them to 
read more books about 
dinosaurs. 
 “We love to get the stu-
dents excited about sci-
ence. That is why we are 
here,” Mr. Straka said. 
 The “Dino Dig” reward 
presentation gave stu-
dents a look at what the 
past was like and edu-
cated them on prehistoric 
creatures and how they 

May all of your 
days be days 

of discovery,” Mr. 
Mike Straka, field 
paleontologist, told 
students at John S. 
Clarke Elementary 
Center.
 John S. Clarke’s 
students were offered 
an optional reading 
challenge over the 
summer and were 
presented with an award 
assembly for those who 
completed the challenge. 
The challenge involved 
reading five books, and at 
least three were required 
to be non-fiction. 
 As a reward for 
completing the challenge, 
the young readers were 
given the opportunity 
to attend a “Dino Dig” 

PAHS marimbists anticipate Kutztown festival
PAHS Senior

By: Paige Fellows

By: Max Kelly
PAHS Sophomore

Photo by Max KeLLy

PRESENT — Mike Straka, field paleontologist, shows third and 
fourth grade students at John S. Clarke a dinosaur tooth he 
discovered while digging with his paleontology team. Students 
who completed the summer reading challenge were rewarded 
with the presentation. “My favorite part [of the dinosaur 
presentation] was the dinosaur egg trick,” fourth grader Ava 
Bowers said.
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By: Gillian Revenis

High school teachers honored on top 100 list
By: Emma Walinsky

PAHS Sophomore

One hundred is great, 
but let’s see how 

high up we can get,” Dr. 
Jeffrey Zwiebel, Pottsville 
Area School District  
superintendent, said 
when the Pottsville Area 
High School teachers 
were ranked 100th on 
www.niche.com’s “Best 
High School Teachers in 
Pennsylvania” list.  
 This ranking, re-
leased in August, is an 
achievement for both the 
teachers and the school 
district.
 No school in the district 
has ever been ranked on 
a list similar to Niche’s 
before.
 “I was very proud and 
very happy for the staff at 
the high school. They are 
a hard-working staff and 
have done a tremendous 
job in the last four years 
with strengthening our 

curriculum and providing 
a world-class education 
for our students,” Dr. 
Zwiebel said.
 Niche.com has been 
providing information on 
schools for more than 12 
years.
 The website compiles 
information for making 
school and life decisions 
easier. Carnegie Mel-
lon University students 
founded Niche.
 “I think what’s neat 
about this is the parent 
and student perception of 
our school. Just knowing 
when our kids went to 
college and were asked 
about this and looked fa-
vorably on their education 
is wonderful,” Ms. Tiffany 
Reedy, high school princi-
pal, said.
 From a ranking of al-
most every public school 
in the United States, 
Niche compiled the top 
100 list of schools with 
the best teachers from 

Pennsylvania. The rank-
ing data came from over 
240,000 student and par-
ent ratings on teachers.
 It was primarily based 
on how each school per-
formed in comparison to 
others eligible for ranking.
 Overall, the Pottsville 
Area High School’s aca-
demic grade was a B+ 
with a total review of 3.7 
out of 5.
 This data comes from 
a parent and student 
survey. A high rank-
ing indicates students 
are pleased with their 
education, learning 
environment and teacher 
involvement.
 There are major factors 
considered in choosing 
the top schools. They 
include elements in the 
entire school, not just the 
educational factors.
 The factors range from 
parent-student surveys to 
factual information such 
as teacher absenteeism. 

 Niche also ranks cat-
egories such as extracur-
ricular activities, food and 
sports.
 “I am not surprised 
about this honor. We 
have very qualified teach-
ers who do a good job 

of making themselves 
approachable to stu-
dents who need help. I 
wish people would take 
advantage of the great 
education system we 
have,” senior Joshua 
Howell said.

Family Consumer Science students create puppets

Photo by AllurA Mcculler

DECORATE — Eighth grader Collin Warunek creates his 
puppet, trying to make it look like a businessman. In family 
consumer science, seventh and eighth graders worked 
on new creative projects such as making puppets, leaf 
rubbings and storybooks. “It’s super fun, even though I don’t 
know anything about kids. I’m going to give my puppet to 
my cousin and make him hang it on his wall,” Warunek said.

PAHS Sophomore

This school year, 
seventh and eighth 

graders at D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School have been 
expressing their creativity 
through new projects in 
their Family Consumer 
Science class. 
 Mrs. Patricia 
Zimmerman, Family 
Consumer Science 
teacher, decided to focus 
on teaching her students 
child caretaking.
 At this age, kids should 
be familiar with how 
children learn, and Mrs. 
Zimmerman wanted to 
expand their knowledge. 
She expects her students 
to start learning how to 
take care of children 
younger than they are 
through a baby sitter 
or caretaker perspec-
tive. Mrs. Zimmerman 
centered her teaching on 
what one could do while 

baby sitting younger kids.
 “I enjoy teaching 
child development and 
emphasizing caretaking 
because it is beneficial 
to this age group,” Mrs. 
Zimmerman said.
 Focusing her lessons 
on child development is 
very different from what 
Mrs. Zimmerman previ-
ously taught her classes. 
In past years, she taught 
her classes safety and 
how everything works in 
the kitchen. 
 Learning caretaking 
skills allows students to 
understand how children 
younger than themselves 
learn and develop. Com-
pleting these projects lets 
them put their creativity 
to the test and teaches 
them what to do if they 
were ever to baby sit a 
younger sibling or cousin.
In class, students were 
working on making pup-
pets from paper bags 
and decorating them.  

They then could use their 
puppets by playing with 
children if they were ever 
put in a situation where 
they needed to baby sit. 
 “I like being creative 
in general. Being able to 
do these projects allows 
me to show my creativ-
ity,” eighth grader Isabella 
Woodford said.
 Each of the students’ 
puppets had a different 
theme. Some were mak-
ing their puppets look like 
themselves or someone 
they look up to.
 “These puppets are 
certainly interesting, since 
I don’t know much about 
children,” eighth grader 
Eleanore D’Angiolini said.
After her classes finished 
their puppets, Mrs. Zim-
merman assigned them 
a new, different project. 
They made storybooks, 
which is something they 
could use to entertain 
children. The storybooks 
will promote early literacy 

and child development.
 “I’m impressed with 
the amount of creativ-
ity my students have 
shown in this project,” 
Mrs. Zimmerman said. “ 

I’ve seen everything from 
monsters to animals. It 
gives me hope that they 
will be good caretakers 
of children if put in the 
position.”

Photo by becky StAller

EDUCATE – Mrs. Nicole Stiles, PAHS French teacher, instructs 
her class on the pronunciation of words. Pottsville Area 
High School teachers were recently ranked 100th on Niche’s 
“Best High School teachers in Pennsylvania” list. “It is great 
receiving recognition because we all work so hard in our 
individual areas,” Mrs. Stiles said.
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Howard S. Fernsler’s keepsakes change hands
By: Alexa Biddle

PAHS Junior

Many aim to be 
remembered for 

generations, to have their 
lives impact others and to 
have their achievements 
recognized. Although 
many have these goals, 
few succeed in reaching 
and conquering them. Mr. 
Howard Scott Fernsler, 
the man the Academic 
Center is named after, is 
one of those who did.
 Mr. Fernsler’s four 
children recently stepped 
forward and donated 
many of the photos, 
yearbooks, newspaper 
clippings, school district 
stationery, journals and 
letters their father kept. 
Marion Fernsler-Colitz, 
Howard Fernsler Jr., 
Sarah Fernsler and Alice 
Fernsler-Lopez presented 
the artifacts to Dr. Jeffrey 
Zwiebel, superintendent. 
The artifacts document 

Mr. Fernsler’s time in the 
school district.
 One item was a 
program for a PAHS 
versus Blue Mountain 
game for Friday, 
September 5, 1975.
 He practiced what he 
preached; his life’s ac-
complishments show he 
thought tradition, integrity, 
dedication and excel-
lence were important.
 “Howard Fernsler 
was about helping and 
giving back to his family, 
school and community. 
He wanted nothing but 
the best for this school 
district,” Dr. Zwiebel said.
 Mr. Fernsler organized 
the Girl Scout Council 
of Schuylkill County. He 
was the chairman of the 
Pottsville sesquicenten-
nial celebration in 1956. 
Mr. Fernsler helped to 
sculpt the district into the 
landmark it is now. He 
was elected to the school 
board in 1933 and named 

the Pottsville Area School 
District’s full time secre-
tary in 1936.
 During his 42 years 
on the school board, he 
played a major role in the 
building of Steidle Field, 
Martz Hall, the middle 
school and the Academic 
Center. He saved the 
district money on projects 
such as the wall around 
the high school.
 Mr. Fernsler had 
humble beginnings. 
Upon graduating from 
Pottsville High School in 
1924, he was awarded a 
scholarship to Bucknell 
University, but he didn’t 
take it because he had to 
support his family.
 He became a traveling 
auditor for the Philadel-
phia and Reading Coal 
and Iron Company and 
became a sergeant in the 
Pennsylvania Reserve 
Defense Corps. He mar-
ried Marion Hunt, a physi-
cal education director at 

the YMCA of Pottsville, in 
1936.
 Mr. Fernsler lost his 
battle with leukemia 
December 2, 1975, at 
age 70. His time with the 
Pottsville Area School 

District has been ear-
marked in the history 
books. He will forever be 
a prime example of why 
tradition, integrity, dedi-
cation and excellence 
are values to live by.

Khan Academy collaborates with the College Board
By: Alexa Biddle

PAHS Junior

When one mentions 
studying for the 

SAT, students tend to 
become overwhelmed 
with the idea of picking 
one website or book out 
of all the resources they 
could use and finding 
practice questions 
they need to review 
before they can be 
confident test-takers. 
The enormous amount of 
material makes students 
unsure of where to start.
 “Khan Academy is 
great for practice prob-
lems of all difficulty levels 
with solution videos for 
each question. Their 
videos detail test taking 
strategies that can be 
used to increase scores,” 
Mr. William Rhoads, 
College Math Concepts 
teacher, said.
 Khan Academy, a 
non-profit pro-education 

group, and the College 
Board, the creator of the 
SAT, have collaborated 
to create what they claim 
is the most accurate SAT 
preparation program 
yet, so test takers do 
not have to worry about 
figuring out which topics 
are most important to 
study and which topics 
do not need to be studied 
at all. A plan is already 
set in place for them to 
follow.
 A series of diagnostic 
tests determines an indi-
vidual’s skill level in the 
different sections of the 
SAT. Once Khan Acad-
emy has an idea of what 
that person’s strengths 
and weaknesses are, it 
gives him a list of topics 
that he needs to work on 
and provides explana-
tory videos with example 
problems and practice 
quizzes to gauge how 
well he is doing.
 If one already has an 

idea of what areas he 
needs help with, he can 
avoid the diagnostic tests 
altogether and select 
as many options as he 
pleases from the full list 
of practice problems and 
videos. When a student 
selects a topic on this 
list, a basic example and 
a harder example are 
given so he can gauge 
his own abilities.
 There is also a section 
called “Tips and Plan-
ning” where students can 
go to see videos explain-
ing exactly what changed 
old SAT to new SAT, 
what to do to prepare 
their minds in the days 
prior to the test, and the 
mentality they should try 
to be in the day of.
 PAHS has two SAT 
prep options: College 
English Concepts, which 
Mr. Anthony Majorino 
teaches, and College 
Math Concepts, which is 
taught by Mr. Rhoads. In 

College Math Concepts, 
Mr. Rhoads encourages 
the use of Khan Acad-
emy. 
 “Mr. Rhoads always 
promoted the use of 
Khan Academy as a 
study tool,” junior Jessica 
Angelichio said. “Since I 
got a high score on the 
SAT, I definitely feel as 
though [College English 
Concepts and College 
Math Concepts] helped 
me [to prepare].”
 Every student is differ-
ent, so some may find 
themselves feeling like 
they may need a little ex-
tra help to feel confident.
 That’s where Khan 
Academy comes in. On 
the website, it is ex-
plained that the SAT tool 
can be used on its own 
or as an add-on to other 
SAT studying methods.
 “I used [Khan Acad-
emy] when I was tutoring 
students for Keystone 
exams. It’s a great pro-

gram, and I’m happy that 
they’re gearing it specifi-
cally to the new SAT,” Mr. 
Majorino said. “I’d love 
to use Khan Academy in 
my College English Con-
cepts [class] because of 
how interactive it is.”
 According to the mak-
ers of Khan Academy, 
this SAT tool is guaran-
teed to bring up one’s 
SAT score.
 Although Mr. Rhoads 
gives Khan Acad-
emy high reviews in his 
classes, he believes that 
a combination of Khan 
Academy and Study 
Island is the best route 
to go.
 “I would recommend 
both Khan [Academy] 
and Study Island. Khan 
[Academy] does not 
detail test taking strate-
gies,” Mr. Rhoads said. 
“[Use] Khan Academy for 
practice and Study Island 
for [test taking] strate-
gies.”

Photo courteSy of Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel

OBSERVE — Mr. Howard Fernsler Jr., Dr. James Gallagher, Dr. 
William Davidson and Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel pose for a photo at 
the Howard S. Fernsler Academic Center.  The Fernsler fam-
ily recently donated artifacts from Mr. Fernsler’s life to the 
Academic Center. “I believe Howard Fernsler’s biggest con-
tribution to this district was his vision of what the district’s 
needs would be well into the future,” Dr. Zwiebel said.
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PASD Calendar
November
2 — Crimson Aides 
meeting 7:30 p.m. 
3 — First marking 
period ends
4 — PAHS National 
Honor Society induction 
ceremony 
10 — Report card 
distribution all schools
12 — PAHS club photo 
day 
16 — PAHS, Lengel, 
JSC parent/teacher 
conferences 12-8 p.m. 
16 - 20 — JSC 
Scholastic Book Fair 
18 — JSC Parent/ 
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.

23 – Tide Task Force 
meeting 7:00 p.m.
26 - 30 — Thanksgiving 
recess, all schools 
closed
30 —PAHS Financial 
Aid Night 7 p.m.
December
1-7 – JSC holiday gift 
shop
3 — PAHS Associated 
Choirs Holiday Concert 
8 – Mid-point of second 
marking period
12 – PAHS Christmas 
prom
17 – PAHS & Lengel 
holiday band concert
24-January 3 – Winter 
recess, all schools 

closed
PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: (570) 621-2947
D.H.H.L. Middle School: 
(570) 621-2924
PAHS: (570) 621-2962
Academic Center:    
(570) 621-2900
Wavelengths

• Ms. Bridget Freiler       
Adviser

• Paige Fellows       
PAHS Senior

• Alexa Biddle       
PAHS Junior

• Tayah Moore   
PAHS Junior

• Jackson Gunelson 
PAHS Junior
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